


and tow, you should also not cross too
close behind it. I am sure you have
seen a tug towing more than one
barge astern with each barge tied off
to each other by towline extending
from one barge to the other. These
towlines, if not connected to another
barge, occasionally fall over or are left
hanging over the last barge in a tow.
Thus, there frequently is a towline
dragging through the water behind
that last barge. If you were to cut
behind that barge, not leaving
enough room, you could find your-
self running right over this towline.

In addition to nav lights indicating
ships and tugs, they also indicate
whether you are approaching a sail-
boat or fishing vessel engaged in
trawling. Both will obviously make
way at a slower speed than a normal-
Iy operating vessel. And of course
nav lights indicate vessels not making
way such as anchored vessels, those
engaged in fishing not making way,
vessels engaged in dredging or under-
water operations, or vessels engaged
in diving operations. Knowing the
nature of a vessel within sight is cru-
cial in making the right decisions
when navigating to avoid collision.

RADAR

Once you have your chart plot-
ting skills mastered and light pat-
terns etched into your memory it is
time to turn towards your electron-
ics. Without question the most
important piece of electronics you
must have before even thinking
about running offshore at night is a
properly functioning radar that you
know how to use. Knowing how
to use it does not come from read-
ing the owner’s manual. It comes
from use. You need practice during
the day in clear weather to learn
how to properly tune your radar.
You need practice during the dac
in rain to iearn how to adjust your
radar for inclement weather. You
need practice during the day in
rough weather to learn how to
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adjust vour radar for high <eas
[Lain and scas will require you to
re-tune vour radar to compensate
for interference. You need to learn
how to make those adjustnients and
whar look like in-

betweer the raindrops and whire

learn rargets
caps that could clutter your screen.
Only by practicing during che day
can you get a good enough feel tor
vouwr radar to gain the confdence
that you can pick up targets ac
night under similar circumstaices.

Onee you are dialed nrg your radar
you should now start learning what
different targets look like on your
v, the most important

screen. Arguab
target to understand is whac i tug aned
tow looks like when picked up on
radar. Witlh o good radur under your
console vou should pick up a tug and
tow as two separate images side-by-
side with one image slighty bigger
(the tow) than the other (the barge).
As you wack these rargets you will
immediately notice they are making
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way on the same heading and at the
same rate ot speed. Once a positive
identification is made you will now
nor make the same mistake as that
Long Island Capmin  mentioned
above. While muost large targets could
Be misraken for ships that move ac
204 knots, knowing that n parricular
large targer is a tug and tow chat
moves at a slower rate of speed allows
vou o make a more intormed deci-
ston when altering course to avoid it.
For example. it may not move out of
your way fast enough if it is dead
ahead and is making way on 2 cross-
ing course.  Or, il running on the
same course, you may find yourself
on top of the myg and tow faster than
you 1uight have thoughe it it was a
ship - thus requiring vou to navigate
around it The fong and short of it is,
once identified. vou can now use bet-
ter judgment when deciding your
course to steer to avold contact.

OF course, as important radar is in
identifying tugs so too is it in recog-
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nizing ships. Ships appear as large tar-
gets that sometimes echo virtually all
the way around your screen if your
gain is turned up too high. While
you may have your gain turned up to
spot buoys, lobster or crab pots, or
smaller vessels, once you have a large
ship on your radar screen you may
have to turn down your gain to begin
propetly plotting its course. As mast~
head lights on ships 50-meters in
length or more are only meant to be
visible up to 6-miles, you will usually
see a large ship on radar before seeing
any running lights. That is the time
to start plotting its course to deter-
mine whether you may have to steer
off of a collision course. This can be
simply accomplished by moving your
radar’s electronic bearing line
(“EBL”) over top of the target and see
whether or not the target moves off
the EBL as time passes. If you are
running an intercepting course, the
target will stay on the EBL as it
moves closer and closer towards you
until it’s on you.

RUNNING OFF

Once you have the proper skills mas-
tered its time to apply them in practice.
With your course carefully plotted,
future obstacles etched into memory as
to when you will be upon them, and
your radar carefully tuned in - its time
to begin making way. At all times
when running at night you should
have two experienced crew members
on the bridge. If nothing more than
just to keep each other attentive and
awake, two crewmembers provide a
second set of eyes for the radar and a
lookout for the captain.

Next you need to set up the bridge
to allow for maximum night vision.
Turn off all non-essential illumina-
tion. Dim all the lights on your
essential electronics and turn off the
lights on those electronics that are not
needed. Turn off your cabin lights
and cockpit lights. Basically make the
entire boat as dark as possible except
for your running lights and radar.



This allows your eyes to adjust to the
dark. Any lights on the outside of the
bridge, such as running lights from
other vessels, will be much easier to
spot.  Most importantly, do not
expect to use a spot light to light your
way. The only time a spot light
remotely works is in calm seas with
slight winds - any mist in the air will
simply have the lights reflect off the
mist right back into the bridge and
serve only the purpose of giving you
a nasty headache. More importantly,
a spodight will severely limit vour
ability to spot other vessel’s ranning
Jights and rarely assist in spotting any-
thing in the warer. The only time a
spotlight should be used is when vou
need to illuminate a buoy to double
check its markings when verifying a
position or looking tor lobster pots or
erab pots when vou know you are in
an area proliferated with them.

As you throttle up you have two
choices. These are yours to make,
Just do what you are more comtort-
able with. One choice is to run out
at 10-12 knots so that you don’t get
up on plane. A second choice is to
run out at 16-18 knots so that you
do get up on plane but are not run-
ning wo fast if you hit someching.
The two schools of thought ail
depend on where you think the best
odds lie in doing rhe least amount of
damage if vou hit something.
Obviously, it vou are going slower
vau should have less damage than if
vou are going faster. The difference
lies in whether you want to have
something hit your hull ar 12 knots
(since you are not up on pline) or
have something hit your shalts or
props at 18 knots (since you are up
on plane). Either way there are no
other options and it is your choice to
decide which is bereer for vou.

One other tip we strongly suggest
vou take to heart is never allow just
one guy in the cockpit alone at
night. Whether it be just to hang-
out, work on tackle, or to relieve him
self over the side - one wrong slip

and over they go. At night it is easy
to lose your bearings in the cockpit,
you can’t see approaching waves to
brace yourself for the upcoming
pitch and yaw of the boat. Even the
most ardent seamen sometimes find
themselves losing their sea legs in the
dark due to these factors. One slip,
one rouge wave, and it’s man over-
board. A dangerous situation during
the day, a death sentence at night.
First off, since it is at night the likeli-
hood is that anyone in the cabin may
be asleep and not notice the guy go
over. Secondly, the crew on the
bridge have their cyes fixed on the
radar and oft the bow, not in the
cockpit. 'With the engines running
vou would be lucky to hear the guy
scream as he goes over. And at night,
they will be impossible to find it you
don’t immediately stop the boat -
extremehy difficult to find even if you
do.  As such. no one goes in the
cockpic alone. Even with this rule
we like to prepare for worst-case sce-
As such we provide light
sticks tor evervone for the ride out at
night. Just have vour crew put one in
their pocket for the ride and hope-
fully cheyv will never have to use
them. 1f the worst doues happen this
gives the guy going over the side a

narios.

Aghting chance.

While the tasks at hand and the
dangers that await you are vase when
vou choose to plot a course that
cakes you into the darkness of the
night, there is serenity and calin that
comes once vou master the naviga-
tional lights from ships and tugs. It
allows you ro visualize in your
minds-eye the boat trathic and obsta-
cles on your course as if your path
was lit by che brilliance of the sun. If
vou can master the skills and secure
the experiences with a knowledge-
able guide at your side. these benefits
are worth the effore. Most impor-
cantly, you will no fonger be late to a
bite just because vou needed o wait
for firse light before throwing off

vour dock lines. <&
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